
Thefts reported along East 
Lakeshore

Sometime during  the  late  evening  of  August  4  or  early 
morning of August 15th, several vehicles were broken into 
by breaking windows.  It’s not known what all was stolen 
from them.  Also, Rainbow Park boats had radios, CD or 
tape players and gas tanks stolen from the boats moored 
there during that same time.  It appeared the thieves were 
selective since there were vehicles right next to some that 
were  broken  into  that  weren’t  touched.   So  be  on  the 
lookout for anyone who looks suspicious in your area.
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Just a short note to encourage you to send your survey 
back to us.  We use the information we gather and it 
goes to local and state governments too.  Even if most 
of the questions don't apply to you we would like to 
have the survey back and, please, let us know what we 
are doing right or wrong.
Kay

Kite Tube Recall 
Sportsstuff  Wego  Kite  Tubes 
Withdrawn from Market  after 

Reports of Deaths and Injuries
In cooperation with the U.S. Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC), Sportsstuff, Inc., of Omaha, 
Nebraska is voluntarily recalling about 19,000 Wego Kite 
Tubes. 

CPSC staff is aware of 39 injury incidents with 29 of those 
resulting in medical treatment. Those injuries include a 
broken neck, punctured lung, chest and back injuries and 
facial injuries. Sportsstuff has received reports of two 
deaths in the United States and a variety of serious injuries. 
Sportsstuff has been unable to determine the cause of the 
incidents. Nevertheless, the company has withdrawn the 
kite tube from the market and is undertaking this voluntary 
recall out of an abundance of caution. 

The Sportsstuff Wego Kite Tube is a 10-foot-wide, 
circular, yellow inflatable watercraft designed to be towed 
behind a power boat. A rider in the tube becomes airborne 
by pulling on handles attached to the floor of the tube. 
Model 53-5000 is printed on the tube near the product 
valve. The floor of the tube has black caution warning 
stripes. The cover for the product bears a skull and 
crossbones and the statement “Never Kite higher than you 
are willing to fall.” The tubes were imported and sold 
through marine distributors, mail order catalogs, and 
various retailers from approximately October 1, 2005 to 
July 11, 2006 for about $500 to $600. 

Consumers should immediately stop using the kite tubes 
and contact Sportsstuff at (866) 831-5524 between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. CST Monday through Friday or visit the firm’s 
Web site at www.sportsstuff.com for more information. 

MLIA Web Site
Come see  us  at  http://www.magician-lake.org to  view 
the home page and navigate from there.  That’s a dash in 
between magician and lake, not an underscore.  We try 
to update portions of this every week so there’s always 
something new to see.  Current Lake level is one of those 
items that’s updated several times a week.

Dues Time Again!
Last call for dues.  Any member not paid up will not 
receive another newsletter or Riparian so please get 
them in ASAP.
.      Contact numbers for Sheriffs
Marine officer in Cass, Deputy Phil Esarey (269) 445-
1225,  E-mail: phile@cassco.org   Cass County dispatch 
is 269 445 8644 and Van Buren Sheriff’s 269 657 3101 
When using  a  cell  phone  people  contacting  911 have 
occasionally gotten a busy signal. Hang up and try again 
or have these dispatch numbers in your cell phone.

 

Magician Lake Improvement Association Inc. is registered 
with the state of Michigan as a not for profit corporation. 
Officers are: Kay Dukesherer President, Craig McCoy Vice 
President, Bill Boehnlein Secretary, Dick Morey Treasurer, 
Dick Stauffer, Charlotte Poole and Dan Kuruzar trustees.

“Many men go fishing all of their lives 
without knowing that it is not fish they 
are after."     Henry David Thoreau

Magician Lake Improvement Association Membership Application

Name______________________________________________________ Lake Phone_________________
                            Check here if this is home.

Lake Address_________________________________________________Dowagiac, MI 49047           

Home Address_______________________________________________email________________________

City_______________________  State ________ Zip____________ Home Phone____________________

Make check for $20.00 payable to Magician Lake Improvement Association and mail it and this 
application to Dick Morey, 50230 East Lakeshore Drive, Dowagiac, MI, 49047

mailto:phile@cassco.org
http://www.magician-lake.org/


Magician Water Level

During  our  last  annual  meeting,  a  discussion  was  held 
regarding our lake water level and the hole in the board of the 
dam.  The summer lake level is set by court order at 763 feet 
above sea level or 1 foot higher than the winter level.  The 
board that’s inserted is 1 foot high so, if the water is at the top 
of the board, the level is at the point set by court order.  The 
summer period is defined as date of occurrence of the spring 
flood flows to October 1st of each year.  The Cass County 
Drain Commissioner defines the start as April 1st.  There was 
also discussion about the hole in the board believed by some 
as a provision to allow a minimum amount of water to flow 
downstream.   While  no  document  specifically  defines  this 
hole, early correspondence indicates there was a consideration 
made  to  allow  some  water  to  continually  flow.   In  the 
Engineer’s report that was made to address the lake level for 
the  court  order,  it  states  “…  the  most  desirable  normal 
summer level  for  Magician  Lake  is  763.0  above mean sea 
level.  This is a maximum level as established…   … to avoid 
saturation  of  lakeside  areas  and  is  high  enough to  provide 
adequate boating depths.”  

A simple  law of physics,  hydraulics,  also demonstrates the 
lack of effect on plugging this hole.  Since there is nothing on 
the downstream side, this is said to have free discharge.  The 
only factors affecting how much water flows through this hole 
are the size of the hole, the depth of the hole and the shape of 
the opening or orifice.  It doesn’t matter what the size of the 
body  of  water  is  behind  it. 
http://www.mcnallyinstitute.com/13-html/13-12.htm has  a 
more  detailed  explanation  for  those  interested  in  the 
engineering aspects.  Using the numbers for the size of the 
hole in our dam and the depth from the top of the water to the 
center of the hole and the appropriate factor for the shape, it 
will take 30 days to lower the lake level one inch if there are 
no other factors.  So the hole alone is responsible for 1/30 of 
an inch a day.  And since it’s blocked to 80% that means only 
20% of 1/30 of an inch is going through or  0.006667 of an 
inch  a  day.  So  where’s  the  water  going?   One  word, 
evaporation!  July and August are the months that have the 
highest evaporation rates.  

This association does not maintain custodianship of the dam, 
we just report on it.  And you can see periodic updates as to 
what  the  level  is  at  our  web  site  at  http://www.magician-
lake.org.    Any further  questions should be  directed to the 
Cass County Drain Commissioner.

Annual Meeting Summary

The meeting was held at the Silver Creek Township Hall 
and called to  order by President Kay Dukesherer at 9:03 
AM  EDT.   Other  board  members  present  were  Dick 
Morey,  Treasurer,  Dick  Stauffer,  Director  and  Secretary 
Bill Boehnlein.  34 people attended the meeting according 
to the sign in sheet.
Bill  Saunders  resigned  as  a  member  of  the  association 
board  and  Charlotte  Poole  was  elected  by  the  board  to 
replace Bill.

Minutes from last years meeting were read and accepted. 
The budget was presented and accepted.  

Dick Morey gave a report on the lake water level for Craig 
McCoy who was absent.  Dick distributed copies of Craig's 
report; a summary of the levels and his actions since the 
first  of  the  year.  Some discussion ensued about  the 
hole in the dam.  

Next  Dick  Stauffer  introduced  Kirk Graham,  one  of  the 
Cass county Marine Patrolmen.  Kirk answered questions 
from the floor on various safety and legal topics pertaining 
to  Michigan  lakes.   He  also  told  the  crowd the  Marine 
Patrol has to cover over 990 lakes and they have 5 part-
time and1 full time patrolmen.  Besides most of the normal 
information  about  distances  and  speeds,  an  interesting 
point was made about boat light.  Kirk said that the only 
lights that are legal for boat operation and the front red and 
green and the small white marker.  Docking and any other 
lights are not legal.  

Some  discussion  followed  about  the  availability  of  no 
phosphate  fertilizers.   Then  Dick  Morey  gave  a  water 
quality report and also asked for volunteers with pontoons 
this  fall  to  support  the  high  school  weed  identification 
program.

One other point of particular note was that the bridge over 
“Polk  Channel”  will  be  replaced  and  this  will  disrupt 
navigation for some time.

See  http://www.magician-lake.org for  the  complete 
minutes.

 

SPRINGSTEEN
REALTY
We specialize in all types of properties

Lakefront
Vacation homes

Residential and Commercial
702 N. Front Street, Dowagiac

(269) 782-5777

92055 C.C. 690,Sister Lakes

(269) 424-5276

702 N. Front Street, Dowagiac

(269) 782-5777

92055 C.C. 690,Sister Lakes

(269) 424-5276

2006 Paid Membership Listing
JAMES AHLGREN
DOROTHY E ALLEN
DAVE AND LINN ASCHENBACH
ROBERT AND JACKIE AUSRA
STEPHEN AND DIANA AUSRA
WILLIAM AND REBECCA BACHMAN
JAN BARKELL
BONNIE BARKELL
CATHERINE BASHAM
JIM AND SALLY BEARD
PAUL AND LINDA BENEVENTI
JANE AND DICK BERRY
DON AND SHARON BLACKMOND
KATHLEEN & MARSHALL BLAKE
BILL BOEHNLEIN
PAT AND EVA BURNS
JACK AND DENISE CARLSON
MICHAEL & MARY BETH COOGAN
THOMAS H. COOK
PAULINE H COWFER
ROBERT CRAVENS
STAN CZERWIEN
ROCCY AND MARCIA DEFRANCESCO
LENA DEGRADO
HENRIETTA DEGRAFF
JOSEPH AND JUDY DEJANOVICH
JIM DELLACHIESA
MR AND MRS ROBERT DOLPH
JIM AND SANDY DUDLEY
JOHN AND KAY DUKESHERER
NICK BARNES NICOLE ELY
ELIZABETH H ENGLE
RUSS AND BETTY FELTES
CATHERINE FINDEISEN
MIKE AND CAROL FINIGAN
JOSEPH AND MARJORIE FLEMING
KENNETH M. FLOODY
DAN AND PAMELA FOWLER
JOHN AND ANN FREDERICK
JOHN AND BRIDGET GALLAGHER
BURTON & DOROTHY GARDINER
 BETTY & THOMAS GEORGE
SHARON AND RAY GIBSON
PAUL AND BETTY GIBSON
GEORGE GIBSON
LAMBERT AND JANET GREENDYKE
TOM AND PHYLLIS GROTTS
RAY HAACK
DON AND MARYLOU HALAMKA
BILL AND SABRINA HAMMER
WILLIAM AND MONTE HAVEL
RICHARD AND SANDRA HEDGES
ROBERT AND SHELLEY HENNEN
J. & L. HERLIEN
TOM AND SUE ELLEN HICKEY
ALLEN P. HILL
BOB HODGES
FRED C HOPMAN
HUNZIKER NURSERY

JERRY AND SHERRY JOHNSTON
DICK AND SANDY JUDD
GALE AND GERT JURGENSEN
JOHN AND PAULLETTE KAISER
CHRIS AND JANET KEATING
BENJAMIN C KOPRIVA
JOHN B. KOS
JACK AND BONNIE KUBIN
DAN KURUZAR
EVERETT & LILLIAN LANDMAN
ANITA AND VIRGIL LANDRY
ED AND MARY LANIGAN
STEVE AND GLORIA LEESON
WALTER AND MARCIA LEHMANN
WALLACE AND ALICE LEXOW
WAYNE LICHTENBERGER
ROBERT AND MARILYN LYNCH
JACK AND JEANNETTE MARTIN
TERRY AND SUE MASON
RON AND BRENDA MATHIA
WILLIAM MAYHEW
TOM AND ARLENE MAZUR
JOE AND DEBBIE MAZZOCCHI
BRIAN AND SUE MCCLEISH
MARY AND CRAIG MCCOY
JOHN AND ALICE MCDONALD
ANDREW MCGANN SR.
GEORGE & LOUISE MCNELLY
A.J. & DORIS MENEGHINI
ROBERT AND MARY MEULEMAN
 MIDWAY WATER SPORTS
LEE AND PAT MILLER
GENE AND JACQUELINE MILLER
RAYMOND & MAYBELLE MILNES
NICK AND GWEN MITCHELL
PETE & COLLEEN MULCHRONE
JOHN & DONNA MULCHRONE
BARBARA MULLARKEY
MARY & LARRY MULVANEY
WILL & SHARON MUNNECKE
MR AND MRS MATT MURPHY
RON AND JAN NATE
ELDA NELSON
ALAN AND MARGARET NODOT
GEORGE AND SARAH NOGGLE
GLORIA NOWACZYK
RICHARD OBERHEU
JIM AND DIANA OCONNEL
BURT ODELSON
MR AND MRS PHILLIP ONEILL
ED AND JAN PAHALEK
JAMES PERREAULT
ALBERT & SYLVIA PESSAH
CYNTHIA POLK MULLER
CHARLOTTE AND HOWARD POOLE
BERNADINE PROHASKA
MARY PROPPER
DARLENE PROVANCAL
PATRICIA RICHARDS

GERRY RIENSTRA
JIM AND KATHY RIORDAN
ANTONIO RUBINO
JOHN AND DENA RUIZ
PATRICK AND DOLORES SALMON
STEVE AND MAUREENE SANKOWSKI
JOE AND JUDY SAPIT
BILL AND JOYCE SAUNDERS
LARRY AND CAROLE SCHMIDT
PAUL AND DOLLY SCHNEIDER
LEO SCHUR
JIM AND JULIE SCHWARTZ
MIKE AND KATHERINE SCOTT
ENID SEDORY
KURT AND RITA SEEHOFER
GEORGE AND JUANITA SHAPEN
SCOTT SIMON
TOM SKALITZKY
TODD AND KELLY SMIT
SOUTHLAND MORTGAGE
MARIE SPEZIALE
 SPRINGSTEEN REALTY
JEFF AND PEGGY ST. PETERS
DICK AND BONNIE STAUFFER
ZLATAR & VESNA STEPANOVIC
JERRY AND CAROLYN STEPHENS
JAMES AND JUDY SULLIVAN
LILLIAN SWIECK
MR AND MRS SYPNIEWSKI
MARY TEGELER
ARTHUR AND NANCY THIELE
THOMAS TUITMAN
TODD AND AARON VALDES
RICHARD & FRANCES VANDERWEY
MARY JANE VANTHYNE
RICK VERWILST
JOHN & DENISE WALLS
CHERYL WEHLING
THOMAS WIERZBINSKI
RICH AND TRISH WILLE
DICK AND DIANE WILLE
HARRIET WHITE & JEAN WILLIAMS
BOB & MARY ANN WILLIAMS
KEITH & ANDREA WILTON
TERRI AND CONNIE  WITTORP
 L. HERLIEN & K.  & D. WOLDMAN
WILLIAM WRENN
TOM AND JUDY ZOBEL

Are any of your friends or neighbors 
not on the list?  Please ask them to join 
us.  It will help spread the support costs 
and hopefully let us accomplish more. 
There’s an application on the back 
page.  Thanks.

http://www.magician-lake.org/
http://www.magician-lake.org/
http://www.magician-lake.org/
http://www.mcnallyinstitute.com/13-html/13-12.htm

